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Natural Disasters
Floods

« A flood is an overflow of water that submerges land wﬁlch is
usually dry. Floods are caused by heavy rains, hlglj winds,
cyclones, tsunami, melting snow, cloud burst and inadequate
drainage system. Human factors which can lead to floods
include deforestation, faulty agricultural practices, bursting of
dams, siltation in river beds and accelerated urbanisation.
Floods can lead to casualties, material loss, crop loss, structural
damage, damage of public utilities and increase in waterborne
diseases.

« India is one of the most flood prone country in the world. The
principal reasons for flood lie in the very nature of natural
ecological systems in this country, namely, the monsoon, the
highly silted river systems and the steep, highly erodible
mountains, particularly those of the Himalayan ranges. The
average rainfall in India is 1150 mm with significant variation
across the country. 24 of the 36 States and Union Territories in
the country are subject to floods and roughly one-eighth of the
country’s geographical area is prone to floods.

« Management Proper management and planning can considerably
reduce flood damage. Some of the measures are as follows:

- Identification of frequency and magnitude of floods in flood prone
areas.

- Flood forecasting which involves giving prior information regarding
the floods. Forecasting can lead to timely warning, which can help
moving people to safer areas.

- Flood control can be achieved through various means like reducing
run-off through afforestation, construction of dams and deepening or
increasing the embankment of rivers.

- Land use planning which involve proper engineering of buildings in
flood prone areas and connecting these areas to transport network so
that help can reach in short period of time.

Uttarakhand Disaster
In June, 2013, a multi-day cloudburst centered on the state of
Uttarakhand caused devastating floods and landslides in the country’s
worst natural disaster since the 2004 Tsunami. According to figures
provided by the Uttarakhand Gevernment, more than 5700 people were
presumed dead in the disaster.
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ommunity preparedness for mitigating‘ earthquake impact.

onstruction of houses and buildings according to standards
@nd public education can be helpful.

*pal Earthquake

Nepal earthquake occured on 25th April, 2015 with an
iCentre at Kathmandu, the capital city of Nepal. It was ohe of
£ Most powerful earthquakes to strike Nepal since 1934.
15ed on the information by UN, 8 million people have been
ted by the disaster, which was more than a quarter of
*Pal’s population,
€ earthquake induced many mass movements in mountainoys

as resulted in landslide lakes, which could be another cause
Secondary disasters.
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